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Dear Mr Henfrey 
 

ITV WALES THIS WEEK – 4TH NOVEMBER 2010 
 

ITV Wales has run a series of programmes on Anglesey and specifically its planning system.  I very 
much regret that you chose to go over old ground and did not concentrate upon the recovery of the 
Council in your programme broadcast on 4th November; indeed the Welsh Audit Office’s recent report 
which recognised the progress made was barely mentioned. 

 
I am however writing to express my concern at a particular aspect of the programme; specifically the 
portrayal of the former Leader of the Council Phil Fowlie. 

 
I am sure that we all wish Mr Fowlie a speedy recovery but he clearly is well enough to take part in your 
programme.  In that your reporter said that Mr Fowlie ‘tried to clean up the pig sty of Anglesey 
politics’  and Mr Fowlie himself said he wanted ‘to get the County round that very very nasty 
corner’.  

 
I am frankly surprised at the lack of challenge such an investigative programme gave to Mr Fowlie in the 
face of the Ombudsman’s conclusions in his report which resulted in  Mr Fowlie’s ban, which simply got 
a passing mention. 
 
His conduct was so serious that the Ombudsman stated in his report of Phil Fowlie that   
 
“... it is my view that behaviour such as that displayed by Councillor Fowlie himself, as 
identified by this investigation, is indicative of the conduct which has created the serious 
problems now faced by the Isle of Anglesey County Council...” (Para 124 of the Report ) 

 
The Ombudsman also concluded, that Councillor Fowlie in his role as Leader of the Council:  
“intentionally misrepresented the content of his conversation with Alan Morris 
(Engagement Partner, Wales Audit Office)” 
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This had serious implications for the relationship between the Council and Wales Audit Office. 
 

The Ombudsman concluded that Councillor Fowlie: “intentionally misrepresented the 
advice he had received from the Deputy Monitoring Officer”. (Paragraph 120 of the 
Report).   

 
This had serious implications for the relationship of trust between the Council’s most senior 
politician and one of its senior/statutory officers. 

 
In the actions described above, the Ombudsman also concluded that Councillor Fowlie had: 
“intentionally misled the Chair of the Audit Committee and the general public”.  
(Paragraph 121 of the Report).  

 
I would have thought that there was significant public interest in a Councillor who was Leader, 
no less, who deliberately misled the Auditor, the Chair of the Audit Committee and the Deputy 
Monitoring Officer and general public.  I am surprised that you did not make this more apparent 
in you programme. 

 
The Ombudsman states: “I am wholly unpersuaded by Councillor Fowlie’s attempts to 
deflect attention away from his conduct by suggesting that it was nothing more 
than a chain of unfortunate misunderstandings.  On the contrary, it is my view that 
Councillor Fowlie’s conduct ..., represented a deliberate and sustained attempt to 
mislead ... I have no hesitation in concluding that the motivation behind Councillor 
Fowlie’s conduct was purely political in nature, with the intention of presenting his 
own decisions in a more palatable and “voter friendly” light”. (Paragraph 125 of the 
Report). 

 
Astonishingly, not content with his conduct towards the Auditor, the Chair of the Audit 
Committee and the Deputy Monitoring Officer and the general public, the Ombudsman 
considers that there was an attempt to mislead  him during the investigation.  He even went as 
far as blaming his lack of understanding of English (Para 63 of the Report): 
 
“Councillor Fowlie said that his poor command of the English language resulted in 
what he accepted was a significant difference in interpretation.” (Paragraph 63 of the 
Report) 

 
The Ombudsman concludes that  

 
“I cannot conceive that any reasonable assessment of the facts could result in a 
conclusion other than that Councillor Fowlie’s behaviour was “both disingenuous 
and disreputable”. (Para 127 of the Report). 

 
These are damning and unequivocal conclusions and needed to be sanctioned appropriately 
and reported in the public domain such as ITV.  Instead what the public saw was a former 
Councillor making himself, with the support of your programme, look like some kind of innocent 
victim of Anglesey politics.  As I understand the position at no stage did Mr Fowlie apologise to 
those he misled or the Council and I also understand that he accepted the Ombudsman’s 
conclusions. 
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I would be most grateful that if you do any further coverage on Anglesey you will take the 
opportunity of putting the record straight. 

 
 
      Yours sincerely, 

 

       
 

      DAVID J BOWLES 
      INTERIM MANAGING DIRECTOR
  




